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Message from Sharon Beckett CEO

Welcome to the summer newsletter. Hopefully, the wonderful April weather will herald a fantastic summer for us all. It seems a long time since that long cold winter already! 

We’ve got lots going on over the next few months, and we’re particularly keen to hear your views about how we should be moving forwards into the future, especially if the reduced government funding increases take up of our services at the same time as reducing income! Do get in touch at any time on 01495 763650, or postman@gwentblind.org but we are particularly keen to see you at our events and activities.

As part of the economic downturn we’ve lost a couple of posts, which means we are busier than ever. Hopefully, we will weather the storm and can move through the recession.

If you’re able to sell the enclosed raffle tickets (two books of 5 tickets, each ticket £1) we’d be very grateful as it is one of our key fundraising efforts in the year.  Prizes, as usual, include goodies such as a cash payment of £300 as well as chocolates, wine and electrical items. Please try to get the stubs back to us by 1st September 2010 as the draw will be on 15th September 2010.

Finally, if you’d like to join our membership scheme to receive discounts on products, access to our special ‘members only’ events and a half-yearly magazine, please contact us for an application form. 

Have a good summer! 

Sharon Beckett (Chief Executive)
Sight Support Fair – World Sight Day!

This year the Sight Support Fair will be even bigger and better. It’s taking place on Thursday 14th October which is also World Sight Day (WSD)! The focus for this year is eye health.

This is an important event for people who are blind or partially sighted and for professionals who work with Visually Impaired People. We shall have the latest technology, products and support services available. 

The event will start at 10am and finish at 3pm. Refreshments will be available for purchase. We do not have a confirmed venue but for further information please contact Nirmala on 01495 763650 or email Nirmala@gwentblind.org
New Social Club in Abertillery

Would you like to meet new friends or go on the occasional day trip? Sight Support is looking to start a new club in Abertillery and would love you to join us.  Whether you would like to join as a service user or to volunteer to help run the club, we would love to her from you. 
For more information please ring Emma Richards or Lissa Gomer on 01495 763650.
Lottery Update
Thanks to our Lottery grant we have been able to take our Mobile Resource Centre into the community.  We can now come to your area and demonstrate aids and equipment give help and advice and bring you the latest news and technology in the field of visual impairment. 

If you would like the Mobile Resource Centre to visit your area then telephone Lissa Gomer on 01495 763650.

Braille Classes

Are you interested in taking up Braille? If so, we hold classes every Thursday and would love for you to join us. If you would like to join or would like more information on the Braille class we provide, please call Lissa Gomer on 01495 763650

Sports Link – Celebrating 10 Years!
Sports Link for the vision impaired is a sports based social club in Caerphilly County Borough offering a variety of activities throughout the year.  We are celebrating our tenth year anniversary with various events and our regular ten pin bowling, indoor bowls, gym, swimming sessions and rambling once a month.

We cater for all levels and abilities.  We have found that sport can help to build confidence and many of our club members have gone on to compete in national and international competitions.

If you like sports or would like to try something new come along to one of our sessions. You are welcome to bring someone with you.

Please call Bernadette on 01495 230 105 for more information.
18-50 Club!
Are you aged between 18 and 50 and looking for something new?  Sight Support is starting a new club for younger service users.  We would like to hear your views and ideas on what the club could be about, this would be your club and your opinions count. 

We will be holding an evening of bowling and would love for you to join us. This will be taking place at Bowlplex in Cwmbran on 22nd July 2010 at 5.30pm. Anyone aged 18 to 50 with a visual impairment is welcome. If you would like to bring a friend, you are more than welcome. If you are interested please telephone Bethan Pitt on 01495 763650. 

If you fall outside of this age band then please do not hesitate to call Sight Support for details of our many other clubs.

Dates for your Diary
· 13th July 2010 – Sight Support Annual General Meeting 5.30 for 6.00 start at Caerphilly County Council Ty Penalta, Tredomen Park, Ystrad Mynach, CF82 7PG – planning for our future, talks about progress and listening to your views, refreshments

· 29th July 2010 – Blaenau Gwent Road show Coleg Gwent Ebbw Vale campus 11 – 1, speakers, refreshments, aids & equipment 

· 9th September 2010 – Torfaen Open Day at Bradbury House Pontypool 11 – 1, speakers, refreshments, aids & equipment

· 25th September 2010 – Sponsored Walk – 3 miles or 8 miles, leaving from Bradbury House Pontypool 10.30am 

· 14th October 2010 – Sight Support Daily Living Fair (venue not confirmed) – aids, equipment, technology, meet the suppliers.

This newsletter is also available in alternative formats such as Braille and Audio Tape. Please contact Sight Support to request an alternative format if it is required.
Donations
I would like to make a donation. Please accept my cheque/postal order for £_________ (please make cheques payable to Sight Support or I have filled out my card details below:

Master Card  [image: image1.emf] 



Visa
[image: image2.emf] 



Switch [image: image3.emf] 


Card No ………………………… Star Date ………….Expiry Date……………
Issue No (Switch)…………………

Signature:……………………………………………..Date……………

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please enter name and address below:
Name______________________

Address____________________

___________________________ Postcode___________________
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